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Whirligig Writing Assignment 20 Points
Directions: Choose one of the following writing prompts and write a well developed essay (between 5-7 paragraphs). Do not forget to supply concrete details from the story to support your opinions. Read the rubric on the back carefully and check over essay before turning in for 20 points!
MLA Heading Reminders: USE 12 POINT, TIMES NEW ROMAN FONT, DOUBLE SPACE, ONE INCH MARGINS, AND CENTERED TITLE (DO NOT UNDERLINE OR ITALICIZE)
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1. In your opinion, what is the story’s main message? What parts of the story support your idea? Why do you think this message is the most important?

2. How does the author’s use of chronology affect the outcome (outcomes) of the story? How might the story be different if it had been told in chronological order? Use specific details from the text to explain your opinion.

3. Lea’s mother asks Brent to go on a journey that will ultimately preserve Lea’s spirit. How does this journey eventually do the same for Brent?

4. Why do you think Paul Fleischman chose to have Brent make whirligigs? What does the whirligig symbolize, both to Brent and the reader?

5. Compare Brent in “Party Time” and “Everybody Swing!” How has he changed from the book’s opening to close? What do you think life holds for Brent in the future after the book ends?

6. Out of four destinations for Brent’s whirligigs, which story do you think is the most important? Why?

7. In the first chapter, Brent thinks he has “absolute power over his own life.” Does he? Did he ever? Please supply examples.

8. Your choice (see teacher for approval)

